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SUBJECT:  JAPAN'S  WHALING  FLEET  RETURNS  FROM  ANTARCTIC 

Classified  By:  Economic  Minister  Counselor  Robert  F.  Cekuta  reasons  1.4 
b and  d 

^1 . (C)  Japan's  whaling  fleet  returned  from  its  2008/9 
research  whaling  expedition  in  the  Antarctic  April  13  and  14. 

The  fleet  caught  679  minke  whales  and  one  fin  whale,  well 
below  the  projected  catch  of  850 (plus/minus  10  percent)  minke 
whales  and  50  fin  whales,  according  to  a Fisheries  Agency  of 
Japan  (FAJ)  press  release.  Speaking  to  emboffs,  the  head  of 
the  FAJ ' s Whaling  Group,  Shigeki  Takaya,  confirmed  press 
reports  attributing  the  shortfall  to  the  Sea  Shepherd 
Conservation  Society's  interference  in  the  Japanese  fleet's 
operations.  He  stated  this  is  the  third  consecutive  year  the 
Sea  Shepherd  has  kept  Japan's  research  whaling  fleet  from 
reaching  its  quota.  According  to  the  FAJ  press  release,  the 
Sea  Shepherd's  activities  halted  whaling  for  16  of  the  100 
days  Japan's  whaling  operations  were  underway.  Regarding 
press  reports  that  the  price  of  whale  meat  in  Japan  may  rise 
as  a result  of  the  decreased  supplies,  Takaya  said  he  was  not 
sure,  but  saw  no  possibility  that  the  price  will  fall. 

1[2 . (C)  The  FAJ ' s press  release  also  said  the  GOJ  hopes  to 

accelerate  future  research  operations  drawing  on  the  results 
of  this  year's  research  whaling.  When  asked  if  this  comment 
could  mean  Japan's  research  would  end  sooner  or  if  the  FAJ 
intended  any  specific  changes  to  its  research  program,  Takaya 
would  not  commit  to  any  changes  in  the  program.  He  said  only 
that  the  data  obtained  from  this  year's  hunt  will  be  useful 
to  Japan's  research,  but  Institute  for  Cetacean  Research 
scientists  need  to  examine  the  data  before  they  will  know  how 
it  impacts  their  future  plans. 
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